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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 



PI (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of. 



. sheets, as follows: 



□ 



I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

! *uj are no/ wrf to this report): invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 



The international application as originally filed/furnished 

I ( the description: 
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the drawings: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 



5, 6, 9-12 YES 



Claims 1-4, 7, 8 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims Yg S 



1-12 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1( . 12 YES 

Claims j^q 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 50-10283, Yl (Sankei Sangyo K.K.), 1 April, 1975 (01.04.75) 

Document 2: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of Japanese Utility 
Model Application No. 15952/1987 (Laid-open No. 123448/1988) (Kirin Brewery Co., Ltd.), 1 1 August, 1988 
(1 1.08.88) 

Document 3: JP, 7-187202, A (Sumitomo Bakelite Co., Ltd.), 25 July, 1995 (25 07 95) 
Document 4: JP, 40-15910, Yl (Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd.), 8 June, 1965 (08.06.65) 
Document 5: JP, 53-98013, U (Unitika Ltd.), 9 August, 1978 (09.08.78) 
Document 6: JP, 8-119291, A (Daiwa Gravure Co., Ltd.), 14 May, 1996 (14.05.96) 

The subject matters of claims 1-4 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step, since thev are 
described in document 1 cited in the ISR. 

The subject matter of claim 5 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2 
cited in the ISR. A person skilled in the art could have easily applied the constitution described in document 2 
m which (1) a plug body fitting hole is formed in a bag and (2) the plug body is welded for fitting, to the multi- 
bag of document 1. 

The subject matter of claim 6 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 3 
cited in the ISR. A person skilled in the art could have easily applied the constitution described in document 3, 
in which a plug body is fitted inside an overlapped portion, to the multi-bag of document 1 . 

The subject matters of claims 7 and 8 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step since they 
are described in document 4 cited in the ISR. 

The subject matters of claims 9 and 10 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 
and 5 cited in the ISR A person skilled in the art could have easily applied the constitution described in 
document 5, in which a tubular flat multi-film, both edges of which are connected to each other, is obtained by 
an inflation method, to the multi-bag of document 1 . 

The subject matters of claims 1 1 and 12 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 
1 and 6 cited in the ISR. A person skilled in the art could have easily applied the constitution described in 
document 6, in which a film having polyolefin layers on both sides of an unstretched polyamide layer is used to 
form a bag, to the multi-bag of document 1. 
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